
BOARD OF ABATEMENT MINUTES 

FEBRUARY 26, 2025 

PRESENT: Starr Strong, Perry Kacik, Stuart Edson, Laura Rochat, Kristi Ehlers, Tom 

Garbitelli, Carol Monness, Curtis Koren, Billi Gosh, Steve Beland 

The meeting was called to order at 5:30 pm by Stuart Edson 

Steve Beland Request: Kristi Ehlers requested on behalf of Steve Beland an 

abatement of his 2020-2021, 2021-2022, 2022-2023, 2023-2024 2024-2025 taxes 

on his property located at 2384 Bear Hill Road. When Mr. Beland filed his taxes on 

numerous occasions, he did not know about the homestead declaration, so he did 

not receive a state payment resulting in higher tax liability. He asked for help, and 

it was found by Kristi Ehlers that he had not filed a homestead declaration. Once 

Kristi and Mr. Beland worked together, it was found that his tax liability was 

$60.00 for the 2024-2025 tax year. 

After some discussion, it was decided that the board of abatement did not go into 

executive session. Kristi Ehlers informed us that she was waiving her penalty 

amount of $754.22.  

Perry made the motion and seconded by Tom to abate his taxes for the delinquent 

years for the total amount of $13,003.25.  Mr. Beland will pay the current tax year 

of 2024-2025 of $34.60. Motion passed unanimously, Kristi Ehlers did not vote. 

Marty Lagerstedt request: Marty wrote in to formally request the abatement of 

2022-2023 and 2023-2024 past due property taxes for the late Timothy C. 

Lagerstedt (brother) who passed away on September 18, 2024.  Marty was unable 

to attend the meeting tonight in person but was available via the phone.  

Tim was insolvent at the time of his death, leaving no estate assets available to 

settle outstanding obligations, including property taxes owed to the Town of 

Brookfield. 

He requested that the Town abate the past due taxes on 7861 VT Route 14 due to 

financial hardship and lack of resources to address these obligations.  



Tom made the motion and seconded by Starr to enter executive session. Motion 

passed.  Perry made the motion and seconded by Curtis to exit executive session. 

Motion passed.  After some discussion Kristi made the motion and seconded by 

Tom to abate the taxes for 2023-2024. Kristi Ehlers waived her penalty for both tax 

years. The taxes for 2022-2023 are to be paid of $1033.01.  Motion passed 

unanimously. The town called Marty with the outcome. 

Adjourn: With no other business or discussion, Perry made the motion and 

seconded by Curtis to adjourn the meeting. 


