Town of Brookfield
Special Selectboard Meeting on The Town Plan
At the Brookfield Elementary School
May 19, 2025
7:00 pm

Present: Stuart Edson, Laura Rochat, Keith Sprague, Curtis Koren, members;
Brian Kovalick, Two Rivers-Ottaquechee Regional Commission (TRORC);
Gwynn Zakov, Jim Merriam, Sandy McLaughlin, Pat Kennedy, Planning
Commission; Jon Binhammer, Conservation Commission; and twenty-one
residents of Brookfield.

Call to Order: Mr. Edson called the meeting to order at 7:15 pm.

Presentation: What is a Town Plan? Brian Kovalick from TRORC presented a
Powerpoint which explained that Town Plans are a community’s vision for the
future of their town. They are not mandatory, but highly recommended, and
they expire every eight years (Brookfield’s current Town Plan expired
September 12, 2024). Developing and adoption of the Plan typically is a
process that can take years.

When adopted, the Town Plan enables a town to adopt or amend zoning,
subdivision and flood bylaws (among others). Act 250 applications must
conform to the Town Plan, and a Plan is necessary for competitive grant
applications as well as participation in State programs. Approval of the Plan
by the Regional Planning Commission requires all statutory elements (24
V.S.A. 84382) and is consistent with the State’s planning goals (24 V.S.A. 8§
4302) and compatible with Regional Plans.

Town Plan Requirements (24 V.S.A. § 4382) include the town’s Objectives,
Policies & Programs. They also contain descriptions and maps of a Town’s
unique features such as land use, transportation, utilities and facilities,



education, energy, economic development and housing. The plan contains
data and descriptions of a Town’s flood resilience, policies on preserving rare
natural areas, compatibility with adjacent municipalities & regions, and
proposed implementation programs.

Brookfield’s new proposed 2024 Town Plan also does the following: updates
data and information, adds proposals for developing housing, rewrites the
chapter on energy and ways it could align with Vermont’s climate plan, and
updates the chapter on utilities & facilities. It also presents ideas for the
creation of future land use areas such as forest blocs and habitat connectors,
an area for possible new housing called “Brookfield Center”, and potential
new “village center designations”™.

Public Comments/Questions:

Questions from attendees of the public forum requested clarification on
wetland areas in town, definition of Village Center Designations, and
clarification on rules and regulations for building in new areas for possible
housing developments such as “Brookfield Center”. Gwen Zakov and Jon
Binhammer reiterated that the Town Plan is a vision for the future of the Town,
and not a prescription for action. Implementation of the plan’s proposed
goals would be a function of the Zoning Commission.

Written Comments will be accepted by the Selectboard until noon on
Tuesday May 27, 2025. They may be dropped off at the Town Clerk’s office at
40 Ralph Road. Comments may also be emailed to the Town Administrator at:
admin@brookfieldvt.org

Adjournment: Mr. Edson Adjourned the meeting at 8:10 pm

Respectfully submitted
Vicki Blanchard
Administrative Assistant
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