Town of Brookfield Selectboard Meeting
Monday July 14, 2025

6:00 pm
Brookfield Town Office, 40 Ralph Road, Brookfield, VT
MINUTES

Present: John Benson, Chair; Keith Sprague, Stuart Edson, Curtis Koren,
Laura Rochat, members. Vicki Blanchard, Administrative Assistant. Amy
Ingrassia, Jack Zebora, Emily Warner, Linnea LaPerle, Carol Monness, Amy
Borgman, Bryan Lafayette, Jon Binhammer, Betty Lord.

Call to Order: Mr. Benson called the meeting to order at 6:00pm
Public Comments:

1. Bryan Lafayette brought a dispute with a member of the Town over a
land issue to the Board, which has no jurisdiction over such issues.

2. Emily Warner presented ongoing disputes between her family and
neighbors at Green Trails Inn next door. The Selectboard determined
that it could help her with the culvert problem between the two families;
Mr. Sprague will discuss this with Mr. Higgins, Road Foreman.

3. Mr. Zebora requested a copy of the Grand List for his 911 work.

4. Mr. Binhammer reported that the Stone Road near the Williamstown line
has been slippery due to high levels of rain.

Payroll and AP Warrants The payroll was signed; AP Warrants will be
presented for approval at the next meeting.

Highway Report. The road crew has been working on trees, culverts and
grading. Roadside mowing has been completed. A motion to fund a wheeled
excavator for another month up to $12,000 from the road reconstruction
budget passed. The paving grant received from Springfield Paving for Ridge Rd
by the Selectboard is lower than the estimate it received from Springfield
Paving; a motion to approve using FEMA money awarded to the Town to pay for
the proposed amount also passed unanimously.



New Business

Hippo Park — Betty Lord reported that the donated bench at the park needed
$150.00 for repairs. The hippo itself is in need of repair due to a large crack
and should also be relocated to a cement slab. Mr. Sardonis said he would do
the work and the cost would be $10,000.00. Betty will get a detailed budget for
the work from Mr. Sardonis to present to the voters at Town Meeting for
approval. Amendment to this subject.

Betty Lord appeared before the Board to report on Hippo Park and the Hippos.
She reported that the bench in the park had a broken armrest and is in need of
repair. The bench was given to the Town with the understanding that a small
plaque would be added to with the inscription “Given in Memory of Leonard
Hodgdon. Ms. Lord will ask someone to sponsor said plaque which is
estimated to cost between $50 and $100.

Bob Hannum, Vermont State Art Conservator and owner of Arts Management
Services LLC, in agreement with Jim Sardonis, the sculptor of the hippos, had
notified Mrs. Lord that a concrete slab was needed to be placed under the
hippos to hold them steady through the shifting caused by frost heaves. The
estimated cost would be $10,000.00. Ms. Lord was asked by the Board to get a
breakdown of the cost and report back to the Board

Mr. Hannum will continue to graciously donate his time working on the hippo
project.

Old Business

Office Reconstruction —the Board made a decision to build the vestibule for
the Town Clerk office and to add a new bathroom for the office and the library
on the back side of the office.



Hearing Deliberations — Mr. Benson had made some suggestions which Mr.
Edson would like to send to Gwynn Zakov and Brian Kovalick at Two Rivers-
Ottaquechee Regional Commission (TRORC) for their viewpoint.

FEMA update — No bids for fixing Northfield Rd were received due to booked
schedules. The Halfway Brook, McKeage Rd, and the two Northfield Road
projects will all need extensions since there is not enough time to do them
this year. Work on Rowley Road, East Hill and Small Road will be done this
summer.

Solar energy project update - This project is done and seems to be working
well.

Animal boarding — Ms. Rochat’s research found that the only place in this
area that boards animals is Country Animal Hospital in Bethel. She will
request a detailed contract from them in the event Constables need this
service. She will also check with the Towns of Braintree and Randolph to see
who they use.

Meeting Minutes - The June 23, 2025 meeting minutes were approved as
presented.

Other Proper Business

1. Four Public Assemblage permits submitted by the Brookfield
Community Partnership were approved.

2. Mr. Benson thought it would be a good idea to put a dehumidifier in the
Town Clerk basement and Mr. Sprague will look into this.

Adjournment The meeting was unanimously adjourned at 8:21pm

Respectfully submitted
Vicki Blanchard

Administrative Assistant



