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Recommendations Responsibility Timeline 
Land Use – 

General Recommendations 

Maintain the highest quality water 
resources with a specific goal of not having 
to provide public infrastructure to provide 
clean water in the town.  

Selectboard 
Authorizing Official 
Board of Adjustment 

Ongoing 

Encourage the maintenance and 
improvement of public and private lands in 
the town for recreational use, including the 
use of Class 4 roads as trails where 
approved by the selectboard. 

Selectboard 
Planning Commission  
Conservation Commission 

Ongoing 

Encourage the creation of appropriate 
greenbelts in the subdivision process or 
through other methods by reserving 
undeveloped portions of land that serve as 
corridors to connect larger and coherent 
blocks of undeveloped land. 

Selectboard 
Planning Commission  
Authorizing Official 
Board of Adjustment 

Ongoing 

Encourage landowners voluntarily to 
conserve their farm and forest lands 
through donation and sale of development 
rights to qualified non-profit land trusts. 

Planning Commission  
Conservation Commission 
Authorizing Official 
Board of Adjustment 

Ongoing 

Provide an environment where people can 
maintain domestic animals. 

Planning Commission  
Conservation Commission 

Ongoing 

Provide an environment where people can 
conduct home-based businesses and small 
commercial enterprises. 

Planning Commission 
Authorizing Official  
Board of Adjustment  

Ongoing 

Encourage the creation of public 
recreational land. 

Selectboard 
Planning Commission  
Conservation Commission 

Ongoing 

Encourage and improve appropriate 
recreational fields and facilities at the 
school for public use. 

Selectboard 
Planning Commission 
Conservation Commission 

Ongoing 

Consider the implementation of zoning 
districts or other bylaw amendments that 

Planning Commission  Ongoing 
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would allow for continued growth but 
would encourage the clustering of homes in 
and around “town centers” and protect 
open space in outlying districts. These 
could permit smaller lot sizes in zones 
around “town centers” and larger lot sizes 
in outlying districts. Maintaining the rural 
aspect of the town should be encouraged. 

Selectboard 
Conservation Commission 

Land Use –  
Village Areas 

Because of topographic, geographic, and 
infrastructure constraints in the area of 
Pond Village, Brookfield’s Zoning Bylaw 
should continue to include the extended 
village district along Stone Road which 
provides a location immediately adjacent to 
Pond Village into which the existing 
village area of higher density uses may be 
expanded in a reasonable manner. 

Planning Commission 
Selectboard 

Ongoing 

Land Use –  
Flood Hazard Overlay Area 

The Planning Commission should regularly 
review the flood hazard bylaw to ensure 
that it remains up-to-date with the 
requirements of FEMA and the NFIP. 

Planning Commission Ongoing 

The Planning Commission should examine 
additional protections for the Flood Hazard 
Area, and areas outside the FHA, such as 
river corridors, that are prone to flooding or 
flood damage. These should be 
incorporated into the Brookfield Flood 
Hazard bylaw. 

Planning Commission Short Term 

The Planning Commission should revise 
the flood hazard bylaw to prohibit new 
development within the floodplain except 
properly designed outbuildings and 
renovations that meet the requirements for 
flood hazard regulation as stipulated by the 
Federal Emergency Management Agency. 

Planning Commission Short Term 

The town should work with watershed 
organizations and river scientists to reduce 
flooding, for example by the addition of 

Selectboard 
Conservation Commission 

Ongoing 
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woody debris in appropriate stream reaches 
and ecological management of beaver 
habitat. 

Land Use –  
Wildlife Corridor Overlay Area 

Minimize the adverse effects from the 
fragmentation of wildlife corridors by 
discouraging forest clearing and driveway 
length, or by establishing maximum 
setbacks. 

Planning Commission 
Selectboard 
Conservation Commission 

Short Term 

Consider reducing development density 
within the Wildlife Overlay Zone to avoid 
fragmentation of wildlife corridors. 

Planning Commission 
Selectboard 
Conservation Commission 

Short Term 

Economic Development 
Encourage the growth and development of 
diversified agricultural operations and 
forestry operations that are 
environmentally sound. 

Planning Commission 
Conservation Commission 

Ongoing 

Housing 

The creation of a new village district in 
Brookfield Center.  

Planning Commission 
Selectboard 

Short Term 

The town should consider the 
implementation of zoning districts or other 
bylaw amendments that would allow for 
continued growth but would encourage the 
clustering of homes in and around “village 
centers” and protect open space in outlying 
districts. These could permit smaller lot 
sizes in zones around “village centers” and 
larger lot sizes in outlying districts. 

Planning Commission Long Term 

The town should identify potential 
locations for multi-unit housing to 
encourage affordable housing and consider 
potential ways the community could 
support its development, such as through 
conditional use. 

Planning Commission Long Term 

The town should encourage affordable 
housing in the bylaws, including allowing: 

Planning Commission Ongoing 
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(1) as conditional uses, multi-unit 
dwellings in the village districts and 
planned residential development in the 
agricultural/residential district; (2) as 
permitted uses in these districts, duplexes; 
and (3) as permitted uses in these districts, 
manufactured housing anywhere that 
residential dwellings are permitted. 

Selectboard 

Utilities, Facilities & Services 

The Selectboard should consider the 
development of a capital budget and 
program for building maintenance, 
highways, equipment and fire protection. 

Selectboard 
Planning Commission 

Long Term 

Continue to support the renovation of the 
historic Old Town Hall in Pond Village 
into a community facility that provides a 
mix of uses. 

Selectboard Ongoing 

The town should consider developing a 
policy concerning the use of all-terrain 
vehicles in town. 

Selectboard Short Term 

The town should encourage the creation of 
public rights-of-way for trail use and make 
sure that Class 4 roads remain open to 
public access.  

Selectboard Short Term 

If an opportunity to purchase or conserve 
suitable land on Sunset Lake arises, the 
town should consider it to better 
accommodate the swimming, fishing, and 
kayaking that takes place at the lake. 

Selectboard Ongoing 

Consider ways to make the water entry at 
Hippo Park Beach on Sunset Lake more 
accessible, for example, by grading, 
removal of boulders, and placement of 
sand.  

Selectboard Long Term 

The town should look for opportunities to 
use town forest and other lands to provide 
recreation and conservation values. 

Selectboard 
Conservation Commission 

Long Term 

Consider the creation of water and sewer 
infrastructure for Brookfield Center. 

Selectboard 
Planning Commission 

Long Term 

Communications 
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Municipal officials should participate in the 
PUC’s review of new and expanded 
telecommunications facilities in support of 
the goals and policies of this plan. If the 
PUC receives an application for a wireless 
telecommunications facility that does not 
comply with one or more of the specific 
policies stated above, the town should 
advocate for compliance with those 
policies, including compliance with the 
Brookfield Development Bylaws. If the 
application proposes a facility that does not 
comply with the town’s policy on the 
height of telecommunications facilities, the 
town also should make the alternative 
recommendation that in no event should 
the PUC approve a telecommunications 
facility at a height that exceeds that policy 
without: 

• A transparent and clear weighing of 
the specific benefits to be gained by 
such a facility against its impact on 
the scenic beauty and rural 
character of Brookfield. 

• An investigation by the PUC into 
the long-term plans of all wireless 
communications providers for 
delivery of service from locations in 
Brookfield leading to an order that 
ensures the siting of the fewest 
possible facilities by those 
providers exceeding the height 
requirement. 

Planning Commission Ongoing 

Health/Emergency Services 

The Selectboard should update the Local 
Emergency Operation Plan at least once a 
year or when key emergency management 
personnel change. 

Selectboard Short Term 

The Selectboard should maintain an up-to-
date Hazard Mitigation Plan with 
assistance from the Two Rivers-
Ottauquechee Regional Commission. 

Selectboard Ongoing 

Develop and update a methodology to 
document infrastructure damage after 
weather events. 

Selectboard Short Term 
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Develop new and maintain existing water 
supplies year-round throughout town for 
fire protection services. 

Selectboard Ongoing 

Continue to evaluate alternatives for 
policing service. 

Selectboard Ongoing 

Develop base protocols for town 
constables. 

Selectboard Short Term 

Energy  
The town should amend the development 
bylaw to require the filing of RBES and 
CBES certificates as a condition of land 
use approval. For structures taking 
advantage of the owner-builder exception, 
this amendment should include filing a 
disclosure on the land records. 

Planning Commission 
Selectboard 

Short Term 

The town should adopt the residential or 
commercial “stretch codes” issued by the 
Department of Public Service. 

Planning Commission 
Selectboard 

Short Term 

The town should complete implementation 
of the energy audit conducted on the Town 
Office and Library and consider conducting 
audits on additional town buildings. 

Selectboard Short Term 

The town should foster awareness among 
town residents about incentives for energy 
efficiency and renewable energy. 

Selectboard Short Term 

The town should continue its support for 
PACE. 

Planning Commission 
Selectboard 

Ongoing 

The town should include energy efficiency 
and use of renewable energy when 
planning for capital investments and 
consider adopting a Capital Budget and 
Program. 

Selectboard Short Term 

The town should consider instituting an 
energy efficiency purchasing policy and a 
policy to guide town officers and staff in 
reducing energy use. 

Selectboard Short Term 

The Brookfield Elementary School should 
continue its program that teaches the need 
for and methods of conserving energy. 

Orange Southwest School 
District 

Ongoing 
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Woodlot owners should be encouraged to 
manage their woodlots for multiple uses 
which would include sustained yield of 
timber and fuel wood in accordance with 
the policies of this plan. 

Selectboard Short Term 

The town may consider whether to create 
incentives for renewable energy systems. 

Selectboard Short Term 

Municipal officials should participate in the 
PUC’s review of new and expanded 
generation and transmission facilities in 
Brookfield to ensure that local energy, 
resource conservation and development 
objectives are identified and considered in 
future utility development. 

Selectboard Short Term 

The Town should work with the electric 
service providers to create more resilient 
and hardened electric infrastructure. 

Selectboard Short Term 

Natural, Scenic & Cultural Resources –  
Water Resources 

Maintain an up-to-date inventory of 
existing culverts and structures, coupled 
with a short- and long-range plan for 
replacement and upsizing.  

Selectboard Ongoing 

The town should take advantage of state 
programs to control nonpoint pollution, and 
should provide input to the State when it is 
considering any applications for discharge 
permits in Brookfield. 

Planning Commission 
Conservation Commission 

Ongoing 

Natural, Scenic & Cultural Resources –  
Wetlands & Vernal Pools 

The town should consider conducting a 
wetland and vernal pool inventory. 

Planning Commission 
Conservation Commission 

Long Term 

Natural, Scenic & Cultural Resources –  
Flora, Fauna & Natural Communities 

Identify and maintain - large forest blocks, 
especially priority blocks, in Brookfield to 

Planning Commission 
Conservation Commission 

Long Term 
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promote forestland conservation.  

The town should consider conducting a 
natural resources and biodiversity 
inventory. 

Planning Commission 
Conservation Commission 

Long Term 

Protect wildlife corridors identified by the 
VT Department of Fish and Wildlife 
including the east-west wildlife corridor in 
the north of Brookfield and improve 
wildlife Interstate crossing. 

Planning Commission 
Conservation Commission 

Long Term 

Natural, Scenic & Cultural Resources – 
Invasive Species 

Train town employees and contractors to 
identify and implement best management 
practices to prevent the spread of invasive 
species.  

Selectboard 
Conservation Commission 

Ongoing 

Time roadside mowing to minimize and 
reduce the spread of invasive species. 

Selectboard Ongoing 

Promote public educational programs 
regarding identification and control of 
invasive species. 

Conservation Commission Short Term 

Agriculture & Forestry 

Encourage the use of conservation 
easements to preserve the working 
landscape. 

Planning Commission 
Conservation Commission 

Short Term 

Consider the creation of a Forest 
Conservation District to protect priority 
forest blocks. 

Planning Commission 
Selectboard 

Short Term 

Transportation 

The town should consider developing a 
town highway capital plan and schedule 
that will guide maintenance and road 
infrastructure investments in the future.  

Selectboard Long Term 

Continue participation in the Regional 
Transportation Advisory Commission as 
well as the TRORC Road Foreman’s 
meeting program.  

Selectboard Ongoing 
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The Selectboard should continue to use 
rural road maintenance software for 
maintaining roads and drainage systems.  

Selectboard Ongoing 

Flood Resilience 

Maintain Brookfield’s Flood regulations to 
be consistent with State and Federal 
regulations. 

Planning Commission Short Term 

Brookfield should work with VTrans and 
the Regional Planning Commission on 
advocating for and improving the flood 
capabilities of state or town-owned 
transportation infrastructure.  

Selectboard 
Planning Commission 

Ongoing 

Brookfield should continue working to 
develop flood mitigation plans, and 
emergency preparedness and recovery 
procedures. 

Selectboard Ongoing 

The Selectboard should continue to send a 
representative to regularly attend and 
participate in the region’s Local 
Emergency Planning Committee (LEPC 
#12). 

Selectboard Ongoing 

The town should continue to maintain and 
update town bridge and culvert inventories. 
This information should be used to develop 
a schedule to replace undersized culverts. 

Selectboard Ongoing 

The town should identify and purchase a 
suitable piece of land for the future 
relocation of the Fire Station and 
Emergency Services that is not prone to 
flooding.  

Selectboard Short Term 

 


