
BROOKFIELD PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE MEETING 
Wednesday, October 15, 2025, 5:30 PM 

Brookfield Town Office, 40 Ralph Road, Brookfield, VT 05036 
UNAPPROVED MINUTES 

The following members attended, Michael Rutkovsky, Stuart Edson, Mike Stoddard, and Lew Stowell. 
 

A. 5:30: Call to Order. Called to order at 5:30.  Member of the public attending: Steven Schaefer. 

B. Review, and revise or approve the, September 17, 2025 meeting minutes. Stuart Edson 

made and Mike Stoddard seconded a motion to approve the September 17, 2025 minutes.  

Approved 4-0-0. 

C. Questions or issues brought by members of the public. (Meeting Protocol). Steve Schaefer 

attended to hear Warden John Truong. 

D. Guest:  John Truong, Vermont Fish and Wildlife Warden.  Warden Truong provided a 

description of his duties as a warden.  Primarily he enforces wildlife conservation laws in a 

territory the that stretches from Montpelier to Brookfield.  However, because of a temporary 

shortage of wardens his territory has become much larger.  Additionally, because other law 

enforcement agencies have a shortage of officers, he often enforces criminal laws as well.  

Also, wardens now are involved in search and rescue.  There were questions about posting of 

private property and beaver threatening town roads which Warden Truong answered in detail.  

Posting of private property is now based upon a calendar year and not one year from the date 

of posting.  Beaver can often win the contest in damming culverts even in opposition to town 

equipment.  He will be focused on hunting and fishing issues from now until December 31st. 

E. Review and Discussion of WCSD activities including patrol hours, bills and reports.  The bill for 

September was for 40 hours of patrolling that cost $3120.00.  Lew Stowell reported that Sheriff 

Palmer has deputies unavailable temporarily which has caused the number of patrol hours to 

be less than planned.  Sheriff Palmer expects things to catch up soon. 

F. Speeding and Other Incidents in Brookfield.  There was concern by neighbors of an odd 

vehicle frequently parking overnight near the floating bridge. Responded to by Warden Truong. 

G. Reflective Vest Program.  Michael Rutkovsky issued one vest to a person in Brookfield walking 

in dark clothes this month. 

H. Emergency Management Update to include the VT Alert Registration Progress. Rich Doolen, 

Brookfield Emergency Management Director has received referrals from Carol Monness, Town 

Clerk of people suffering from a shortage of water.  He has advised them of their options.  

I. Wild Fire and Drought Concern.  Lew Stowell to confer with Rich Doolen about creating a 

posting on Front Porch Forum about resources available on the Agency of Natural Resources 

website. 



J. E-911 House Number Signs Project Status.  There are five resident requesting signs.  The 

order will be submitted as soon as the last check is received.  Steve Schaefer proposed that 

reflective house number signs be made mandatory as they are in other states.  This will be 

considered at the November meeting. 

K. Traffic Control and Road Name Sign Inventory Progress.  No activity this month. 

L. Traffic, Parking, No Parking and Road Name Sign Installation Progress. The town road crew is 

busy finishing up FEMA projects and getting the roads ready for Winter. 

M. November 2025 Public Safety Message.  Mike Stoddard made and Michael Rutkovsky 

seconded a motion to approve the November safety tips.  Approved 4-0-0. 

N. Acknowledging the time and date of the next meeting.  The next meeting will be on November 

19 at the usual time and place. 

O. Inviting one or more guest(s) to the next meeting (November).  Because of upcoming holidays 

no guests will be invited. 

P. Final Public Comment.  (Meeting Protocol).  No comment was provided. 

Q. Entertain a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Stuart Edson made and Michael Rutkovsky 

seconded a motion to adjourn.  The motion carried at 6:50 PM: 4-0-0. 

 
 


