
 

 

 

Brookfield Conservation Commission Meeting Minutes 

December 15, 2025 

Present: In person: Jon Binhammer, Starr Strong, Linsey Pett, Jon Jickling, via Zoom: 
Marcella Dent, Susan Shea 

 

1. Review Agenda 
2. Public Comment: No Public 
3. Approval of Minutes of the November meeting:  Starr proposed, Jickling 

seconded; approved  
4. Brookfield Zoning Bylaw discussion 

a. Sue reached out to Planning Commission about their process 
b. PC did invite participation and requested specific language of BCC. Specific 

areas could include road frontage, minimum parcel size, maximum building 
setbacks, scenic districts 

c. Proposal that BCC members join the BPC regular meeting on January 13th 
to provide input on these and other topics.  Premeeting via Zoom on 
Tuesday, January 6th at 7pm. 

5. Projects: 
a. Sunset Brook Natural Area management plan – Management plan update 

a. Site visit last month came up with good options e.g. repositioning the 
bridge with help of Norwich cadets, rerouting the boardwalk, and 
establishing turtle nesting sites with sand banks.  

b. Marcella researched State highway ROW width along RT 65:  it goes to 
the toe of the slope which may complicate turtle sand depositing.  
Need to talk with the area ROW coordinator if we need to request a 
permit for sand deposit.   

b. Survey of vernal pools – try to do an educational program in late winter on 
vernal pool ecology, then crowdsource an informal inventory of unmapped 
vernal pools to map for Vermont Center for Ecostudies and Vermont 



 

 

Wetlands Office. Discussion:  Steve Faccio VCE would be willing to do a 
session on vernal pools after March 20th.  Proposal for March 29th. 

c. Update on Northfield Road underpass: project status can be checked with 
VTRANS.  Marcella will put Jon in contact with the appropriate person (Faith 
Dall). 

6. Public events this winter – Wildlife tracking field trip proposed for January 17 or 
18, Vernal pool program March 29, Starr’s Costa Rica trip photo presentation in 
early February.   

7. Follow-up steps:   
a. Prep meeting on January 6th for January Planning Commission meeting; 

Jon, Sue, Marcella. 
b. Jon B. to follow up with Faith Dall regarding ROW on Rt 65. 

 
8. Adjourn –  at 8:27 PM 

9.  Next meeting January 19, 2026   


