
BROOKFIELD PUBLIC SAFETY ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
JANUARY 2026 SAFETY TIPS 

 
These tips are intended for residents, visitors and property owners of Brookfield, VT but may 

apply to neighboring towns as well. 
 
For those (snow birds) people who head somewhere warmer this time of year or persons who 

have second homes in Brookfield.  

• Make sure you secure your home for the time you expect to be gone. Put a light or two 

on auto timers. Have someone check on things regularly.  

• What about snow collection or ice backup on your roofs?  Are there places where snow 

and ice collects such as the North side of your home?  It is more common now to have 

snow storms followed a few days later with significant rain.  The snow may act as a 

sponge and hold the rain on the roof.  That will put stress on your roofs and/or cause ice 

back up, particularly on shingled roofs.  If you were home, you would take care of it.  

Who is going to take care of it now? 

• Only tell trusted friends your plans.  Be cautious about what you are putting on social 

media before you leave and while you are gone. 

• One or more alarms are always a good idea, particularly ones that alert you or the 

persons checking on your home that the heat or electricity have failed or that water is in 

your basement. There are several types that will alert you or the person checking on 

your home to specific issues by phone call, email, text message, etc.  Test them before 

you leave. 

• Are you in a flood prone area?  You don’t have to be in a flood plain to get flooding or 

soil erosion around your foundation.  All the more reason to have a resourceful person 

checking on your home. 

• If you’re gone through the winter, and you are going to leave your heat on, it may be 

good to drain your water system (Because you are not on a public water system.) or put 

antifreeze in the hot water heating system, in case of loss of power or furnace failure.  

Power failures have become more common and should be planned for. 

• Stop the mail and the newspaper(s).  

• If possible, have your driveways plowed.  

• If you have another vehicle left outside, it’s good to have it cleaned of snow 

occasionally, to make it look like you are around. 

• Depending upon where you are going, it may not be simple to communicate with 

friends, persons checking on your home, contractors needed to make repairs, etc.  Will 

you have cell phone coverage?  Do the right people use the app that you use?  Do you 



have an adequate contact list?  Does that list have multiple ways to contact the key 

people? 

 

You will enjoy your vacation more knowing that you have taken these and other precautions. 
No matter if you go away or stay, have a great Winter!!! 
 
Brookfield Public Safety Advisory Committee: Mike Stoddard, Dan Mason, Michael Rutkovsky, 

Ed Neas, Stuart Edson and Lew Stowell. 

 


